Information Sheet
Nunda Historical Society Summer 2017 Tour – Thursday, July 13th
8:00 am: Covered Wagon Tour Bus Leaves Nunda
8:20 am: Stop in Mt. Morris to pick up tour participants
10:30 am: Arrive in Skaneateles
10:45 am: Board the Judge Ben Wiles for Lake Cruise
11 am – 1 pm: Mid-Lakes Navigation Lake Lunch
Cruise Lunch includes Fresh Cut Fruit Salad. lemonade,
choice of coffee/tea, & dessert. Choice of entrée between
Cold Salad Plate or BBQ Beef Sandwich with kettle chips
& pickle.

Family Owned & Operated Since
1968 Mid-Lakes Navigation Company is located in
Skaneateles, New York, in the beautiful Finger Lakes
Region. Mid-Lakes was founded in 1968 when Capt.
Peter Wiles Sr. purchased the 20-passenger Pat II and
acquired the contract to deliver U.S. mail to shore side
summer homes. For nearly half a century, the Wiles
family has run the business, which has expanded to include an extensive array of daily cruises on
Skaneateles Lake and on the Erie Canal in nearby Syracuse.
In the mid-1980s, Mid-Lakes began building rental canalboats patterned after the traditional
English narrowboats and available to charter for 3, 4 and 7-nights. These Lockmaster Canalboats are based
at Mid-Lakes Marina, a full-service facility located on the Erie Canal near Rochester. They cruise from
mid-May until early October but their headquarters in Skaneateles are open all year except the week
between Christmas and New Year’s Day. The Wiles family and the staff of Mid-Lakes are proud to share
the experience of New York’s wonderful waterways.
See: www.midlakesnav.com
1:30 pm – 2:15 pm Tour of John D. Barrow Art Gallery, 49 East Genesee St. This Amazing Gallery
of Hudson River School works is a single artist museum dedicated to the paintings of John Barrow
(1824-1906). Barrow was an accomplished portrait painter who had a studio in NYC for decades
before he returned to his hometown. The collection consists of over 400 original oil paintings of this
Hudson River School artist. Only a portion of the collection is shown at any one time. Landscapes of
the region are displayed in either their original gilded frames or in a unique wainscoting installation.
It is located adjacent to the Skaneateles Library and is a true treasure.

2:15 pm – 4:00 pm Free Time in Village – suggest visits to: First National Gifts & Skaneateles
Artisans (see comments from visitors below) or
just sit in the park
and enjoy the lake.

First National Gifts –
2 E. Genesee Street
This family-owned-and-operated business is located
in
The National Bank and Trust Company of Skaneateles, a
historic building that first opened its doors in 1928. It
survived the stock market crash of 1929 as well as the Great
Depression, and, in the late 1980s, became the site of Key Bank. The building could not survive the
demand for modern conveniences, such as drive-through windows and ATMs, and Key Bank was forced to
relocate. The building eventually became home to First National Gifts in 1991.
The owners have worked hard to keep the feeling of history alive under the former bank's 30-foot
high ceilings, preserving many of the original attributes and unique architectural points of the building. The
bank's vault has been transformed into an exhibit maintained by the Historical Society of Skaneateles and
houses historical photographs and bank memorabilia as well as tourist information on regional attractions,
lodging, and restaurants.
“How fantastic it was to see the old bank as part of the refurbished store. Great gifts and friendly
staff. A classic solid bank building with a large vault that has been made into a small museum with lots of
historical information and historic photos. “ See: www.firstnationalgifts.com /

Skaneateles Artisans - 3 Fennell S.t – Skaneateles Artisans is proud to represent gifted & talented
artists, which incorporates a diverse collection of different mediums and styles. Faux and Decorative
painting on Canvas, Walls, Architectural, Fireplace Surrounds, Furniture, tiles, etc.
“Located in the bottom of the Historic Old Stone Mill building (c.1830) with
the entrance on the side across from the Village Inn at the edge of Skaneateles
Creek, this small shop sells high quality art from 90 Finger Lakes and New
England artists. It includes paintings, furniture, glass, jewelry, photographs,
sculptures and wood products. Just off the beaten path and easy to overlook
but worth a look. Fantastic assortment in all price ranges - an outstanding
variety.”
See: http://skaneatelesartisans.com/artists.htm

4:15 - 6:30 pm – Travel back to Nunda
Tour cost is $80 for members and $90 for non-members. Registration and payment
needs to be made by July 1st Please complete the Tour Registration Form that includes
a choice of lunch entrée and option for pick up in Mt. Morris.
Questions: Call Fran (585) 476 - 2749 or Sue (585) 468 - 3413

